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LUKE xvi. 2. 


Fin an 28 of thy Stewardſbip ; for thou - be. 


no langer Steward- 


HE relation which man bears to Gz; 11 


the creature to his creator, is exhibited 
to us in the oracles of God, under various 


n e Conſider'd as a ſinner, a fallen 


Creature, he is there repreſented as a debtor to his 


creator. He is alſo frequently repreſented as a2 
ſervant, which indeed is eſſential to him as a crea» 
ture: inſomuch that this appellation is given to th 
Son of Gop when in his ſtate of humiliation : he 


ok upon him the form of a ſervant, being made in the 


1 2 F men. 


But no character more exactly agrees with 
4 ſtate of man than that df a fleward. 


pOur bleſſed Lord frequently repreſents him as fue; 
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and there is 2-peculiar propriety in the repreſent: 
tion. It is only in one particular reſpect, name); 
as he is a ſinner, that he is ſtiled a.debtor. An 
when he is ſtiled a ſervant, the appellation is ge £*3 
neral and indeterminate, But a feward is a fer V 
vant of a particular kind : Such an one as man ; Jod; 
in all reſpects. This appellation is exactly ex wh 
preſſive of his fituation in the prefent world; ſpe an- 
cifying what kind of fexvant be is to God, and rig 
what kind of ſexvice his divine maſter expects fron ing 

- | : x . [2 ** 
It may de of uſe then to conſider this poin u. 
throughly, and to make our full improvement of 4h; 
it. In order to this, let us, firſt, inquire, in what na 
reſpects we are now God's fleuards. Let us, ſe- 
condly, obſerve, that when he requires our fouls'®, 
of us, we can be no longer flewards. It will then . 
only remain, ag we may in the third place obſerve, th 

to give an account of our ſtewardſhip. 1 
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L. 1. And firſt, we are to inquire, in what re- 
ſpecs we are now God's flewards, We are in- 
febted to him for all we have; but although a 0 
ddebtor is obliged to return what be has received, o 
vet until the time of payment comes, be is at li- p 
{8h to uſe it as he pleaſes. It is not io with a n 
Reward: he is not at liberty to uſe what is lodged | 
In his hands, as he pleaſes, but as bis maſter pleaſes. 
He has no right to diſpole of any thing which is in 
Bis hands, but according to the will of his Lord. 
For he is not the proprietor of any of theſe things, 
hut barely intruſted with them by another: and | 
. intruſted 


Fl 


3 


8 


| (5) 
ſent: 


mel h truſted on this expreſs. condition, that ie ſhall 
Al Kiſpoſe of all as his maſter orders. Now this is 
8 ge exactly the caſe of every man, with relation to 
2 ſer God We are not at _ to uſe what he has 
an ; Jodged in our hands, as we pleaſe, but as he pleaſes, ' 
ex Who alone is the poſleſſor of heaven and earth; 
77 pe and the Lord of every creature. We have no 
an right to diſpoſe of any thing we have, but neva 
fronſfirs to his will, ſeeing we are not proprietors of any 
of theſe things: they are all, as our Lord ſpeaks, 
Murg, belonging to andiher perſon; nor is-any 
Ae thing properly our own, in the land of our pilgri- 
mage. We ſhall not receive +4: our own 
things, till we come to our own country. Eter- 
nal things only are our own: With all theſe tem- 


t of. 
vbat 
ſe⸗ 


5 the diſpoſer and Lord of all. And he intruſts us 
with them on this expreſs condition, that we _ 


2. On this condition lie hatli intruſted us with 


he. 4 
By! 
#3 


1 a our ſouls, our bodies, our goods, and whatever 
ed, other talents we have received: but in order to im- 
li- + preſs this weighty truth on our hearts, it will be 
1a. needful to come to particulars. 


8 

„Aud füt, God hath intruſted us with our anal 
n an immortal ſpirit, made in the image of God, to- 
d. gether with all the powers and faculties thereof, 
% underſtanding, imagination, memory; will, and 
ad qa train of affections, either included in it, or 
d | 1 —— upon it; love and hatred, joy. 
a3. | and 
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ral things we are barely entruſted by another; 


A 


3 

and forrow, reſpecting preſent nod and evil; 
deſire and averſion, hope and fear, reſpecting 
that which is to come. All theſe St. Paul ſeems 
to include in two words, when he ſays, The peace 
of Cod ſball keep your hearts and minds. Perhaps. 
indeed the latter word, fir, might rather be 
rendered #haug hts.: provided we take that word in- 
us moſt extenſive ſenſe, for every preception of the: 
wind, whether active or palive. 9 


3. Now of all theſe, it is 8 we are hs 


f God has entruſted us with theſe powers. 


and faculties, not that we may. employ. them ac- 
cording to our own will, but according to the ex- 


prefs orders which he has given us: although it 


is true, that in doing his will, we moſt effectually 
ſecure our own happineſs, ſeeing it is herein only. 
that we can be happy, either in time or. in eterni-- 
ty. Thus, we are to uſe our underſtanding, our 

imagination, our memory, wholly to the glory of 


him that gave them. Thus our will is to be 


wholly given up to him, and all our affections to- 
be regulated as he diredts. We are to love and: 
hate, to rejoice and grieve, to deſire and ſhun, to 
hope and fear, according to the rule which he pre- 
ſeribes, whoſe we are, and whom we are to ſerve: 


in all things. Even our thoughts are not our own 


in this ſenſe: they are not at our own diſpoſal: 


hut ſor every deliberate motion of our mind, we 


are accountable to our great maſcer. 


God has, ſecondly, Ot us WT our 


4s {thoſe exquiſitely wrought machines, ſo 


fearfuby 8 and worder fully —_ with all the powers 


and 


Soo - ..o 


op 9 gu ww 
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and members thereof. He has intruſted us with 
the organs of ſenſe, of ſight, earing, and the 
reſt: But none of theſe are given us as our: own,. 
to be employed according to our own will, None 
of theſe are leut us in ſuch a ſenſe, as to leave us 
at Liberty to uſe them as we pleaſe for. a ſeaſons. 
No: We have received them on theſe very terms, 
that as long as they abide with us, we ſhould em- 
ploy them all; in.that very manner, and no other 
wh.ch he aphnints. 


F- It is on the ſame terms, that he has im- 
parted to us that moſt excellent talent of ſpeech. 
Thou Halt given me a tongue, ſays the ancient wri- 
ter, that I may praije thee therewith, For this-Pur-- 
poſe was it given to all the children of men, to. 


be employed in gloritying God. Nothing there- 


fore is more ungrateful, or more abſurd, than to 
think or ſay, oun tonguss are our otun. That can- 
not be, unleſs we have created-ourſelves, and fo. 
are independent on the moſt. high. Nay, but it is: 
be that hath made na, and not we. ourſelves. The 
anifeſt.conſequence is, Fhat he is ſtill Lard overs 
„ in this as. in all other: reſpects. It follows, 
at there is not a. word of our tongue, for Which 
ve are not accountable to him. 


6. To vine are equally accountable for the- 


fe of our hands and Feet, and all the members 


ef our body. Theſe are ſo many talents which. 
We committed to. our. truſt, until the time ap- 
dinted by the Father. Until then, we: have the 
e of all theſe 3. but as ftewards, not as proprie- 
IS; To the end, we ſhould- render them not as 


inflruments - 
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mſiruments of unrightecuſneſs unto ſin, but asinflru» ©. 
ments of righteouſneſs unto GOD. "oj Bo 
7. God has intruſted us, thirdly, with: a for- 
tion of worldly goods, with food- to eat, raiment 
i i ö a „ bo 

to put on, and a place where to lay our head, with #c 
not only the neceſſaries, but the conveniencies of 
life. Above all, he has committed to our charge en 


money: Indeed it is unſpeakably precious, if we 
are wie and faithful flewards of it; if we employ 
every part of it for ſuch purpoſes, as our bleſſed 


| Lord has commanded us to do. 


8. God has intruſted us, fourthly, with ſe: ru 
veral talents, which do not properly come unden Are 
any of theſe heads: Such is bodily. Arength; ſuch <d 
are health, a pleaſing perſon, an agreeable ad: ho 
dreſs: duch are learning and knowledge. in thei! 
various degrees, with. all-the other advantages ol 
education. Such is the fluence which we harte 
over others, whether by their love and: effeem oF 
us, or by power : Power to do them good of bh 
hurt, to help or hinder them in the circumſtance® im 
of life. Add to theſe that invaluable talent o*®* 
time, with which God intruſts us from mome © 
to moment. Add, laſtly, that on which all chens 
reſt depend, and without which they would all. bo 
curſes,. not bleſſings: Namely the grace of God 
the Power of his Holy Spirit, which alone worket ! 
in us all that is acceptable in his ſight. = 
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H. 1. In fo many reſpects are the ehildren of 
men, ſtewards of the Lord, the poſſeſſor of 2 
end earth, So large a portion of his goods, of 

various kinds, hath. he committed to their charge. 
But it is not os ever, nor indeed for any conſi- 


t derable time. We have this truſt repoſed in us, 
1 only during the ſhort, uncertain ſpace that we ſo- 


journ here below: Only ſo kong as we remain on 
© earth, as this fleeting Breath is in our noſtrils. 
„ ne hour is ſwiftly approaching, it is juſt at 
hand, when we can be no longer flewards. The 
moment the body returns to the duſt as it was, and 
Ahe ſpirit to God that gaveit, we bear that character 
vo more; the time of our tewardſhip is at an end. 
Part of thoſe goods wherewith we were before in- 
Fruſted, are now come to an end: At leaſt, they 
ctþ Are ſo with regard to us; nor are we longer intruſt- 
ch ed with them : And that part which remains, can 
ad: by nos. acts be n or * as it was before. 


eil 


2 2. Part of * we were intruſted with before, 


Pat an end, at leaſt with regard to us. What 
Dave we to 1 5 after this life, with food, and 
Piment, and houſes, and eartbly poſſeſſions! The 
79 Pod of the dead is the duft of the earth: They 
"Are cloathed only with worms and rottenneſs.. 
They dwell in the houſe prepared for all fleſh : 

Their lands know them no more. All their worldly 
bod; are delivered into other hands, and * 

ave no more portion under the 225 | 


in 
1 
3008 
Y | 


4 3. The caſe is the ſame with regard to the 
75 The moment the ſpirit roturns to God, we 
ae 


* 
. 
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1 the fleſh,” the 
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ö 


nor hurt en 80 NA ſing deg is better than 


__ ſome RR Wether talents: wherewith. we ace no 5 br 


ſown. in corruption, N. ian dit A © h . S 
and memb q 6 it Was Tor © ed, lie moul- is 
dering im ih cy, The bands have. no longer my 
Je e ae have forgot their office; Wa 

news, the 7 antle are. a titan to 


be diſſolved into common duſt. 


| i th . 
wo Here end 2 2 A 2 mixt „ Nai 1 


tare, our firengthy our: yy es our 


2 which "we once. bad over others, eith 
hes - the love or the een which they bore - usthe 

love, aur hatred;: our: de/ire"ts periſbed:: None 
regard how we were once affected toward them 
Tuey. look upon the dead ag, neither, able to a 


Lk 2 
a fy. _ 


M gps WY * may temein concerning 


_ jotruſted,, Whether they will ceaſę to exiſt whergy 
the body; keturng id duſt, or only ceaſe to beg 
© Improvable.. Indeed thete is no-doubt,. but this 
_ kind of eech which! we now. ule, by means of 
theſe bodily-organs, will then be intirely at an 
end, when thoſe organs, are deſtroyed. It iy 
certain. the tongue will no more- occaſion anf br 
vibrations i the air: neither will the ear con? 
vey. theſe tremüfbus motions to the common. fend bra 
fory.. Even the Venus eilt the low, ſhrill bf we 

which : 


(4) 


* 1 ich the et | ſuppoſes to dane to 2 ſeparate 
. Pit, we Cahnot alla; to have a real being; it 
a mere flit of imagination. Indeed it can- 
t be queſtioned, but ſeparate ſpirits have ſome 
| cg to Communicate their fentiments to each 
1 her : But what inhabitant of fleſh and blood 
an explain that way? What we term /peech, 
they cannot have. So that we can no longer be 


"RE; 


- Rewards of chigen * we are number ed with t 


urch dead. l 


1 
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8 . When the "rooms of 2 


us 5 & caſte, as * 1 2 more eder refd= 
2 e to the body, ànd are chiefly; if not wholly 


me kind of ght remain, although the eye be 
Med in death.? And will there not be ſomething 
be ſoul, equivalent to the preſent” ſenſe 'of | 
„ig? Nay, is it not ꝓrobable, that theſe wil 

only exiſt in the ſeparate ſtate, butexyt- im a 
Ereater degree, in a more eminent mipver n an 
neh! when the ſoul, dil ingled tr 

"Mo longer br 


| 1” A ing farkle in a e ber 
1 E ben it no 2 "hs 


T's » "It may likewiſe admit of a doubt, 8 


ded for the preſervation of it? But will not 
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the uſe of the ear? "Wa and an earneſt of it con- 


my 8 
by » — » WY 
* * 
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manner, when the eye is of no uſe; namely, in 
dreams? Does ſhe not then enjoy the faculty oi 
hearing, without any help from the ear? But how. 


doubt ſies on the other ſide, whether there 


814 


Seer reef ef the poſibility of this; of engl 
without the uſe of the eye, and hearing ie 


tinually? For does not the foul ſee; in the cleareſſ 


ever this be, certain it is, that neither wil 
aur ſenſes, any more than our ſpeech, be intruſtet % 
to us in the manner they are now, when the bool 
les! in the fllent grave. | b 


7. How. far the knowledge or r it . 
we have gained by education,” will then remain, vi 
cannot tell. Solomon indeed ſays, There is —— 100 
nor device, nor. knowledge, nor: wiſdom, 11 1 4 
whithty thou. goeſi; But it is evident, Abe N 
words cannot be underſtood in an abſolute ſen 
For it is ſo far from being true, that there is 
knowledge after we have quitted the body, that tg. . 


any ſuch thing as real knowledge till then? W 5 


ther it — —— qe ae not a mere pq 


Tust '« all ele ſhadows, which for things the 


. take, 9 8 t. 
« Are but the empty Kane which in deaune 
ſleep we make S na 


On excepting thoſe things which God bim In 
has been pleaſed to reveal to man. Twill ſpeak 
_ after W with ſome wad 


5 


I [ PE 


gence for half a centuary, I am at this day. 
fardly ſure of any thing, but what I learn from 
e bible. Nay, I poſitively affirm, I know nothing 
1 Ale ſo certainly, that I would dare to ſtake my 
; Nvation upon it. 


2 
WES. 


| E 80 much however we may learn from Solomon s 
vl N ords, that there is no ſuch knowledge or wiſ- 

in the grave, as will be of any uſe to an unhap- 
Wy ſpirit ; there is 10 device there, whereby he can 
Bow improve thoſe talents, with which he was 
ce intruſted. For time is no more: The time 
Four trial for everlaſting happineſs or miſery is 
A . Our day, the day of man, is over: the day 
1 e is ended, Nothing now remains but 
workgh e of the Lord, uſhering in wide, W 
a " of lc E eternity. 


% But ſtill our ſouls, being EE E's and 
im hog of a nature little lower than the. angels, 
65 en if we are to underſtand that phraſe of our 
inal nature, which may well admit of a doubt) 
Wh When our bodies are mouldered into earth, will 
ki ain with all their faculties. Our memory, 
wr nder/landing, will be ſo far from being de- 
eyed. yea or impaired by the diſſolution of 
he body, that on the contrary, we have rea- 
In to believe, they will be inconceivably ſtrength- 
med. Have we not the cleareſt reaſon to believe, 
hat they will then be wholly freed from thoſe 
Etects, which now naturally reſult from the u- 
55 y of the ſoul with the corruptible body ? It 
ighly probable, that from the time theſe are 
united, our N will let in flip ; Vea, 
4 B that 


chat it will faithfully exhibit. every Thing to our 
——_ View, which was ever committed to it. It is 

| true, that the inviſible world is in ſcripture termed 
= the land of Ae or as it is ſtill more 
ſtrongly expreſſed in the old tranſlation, the land 
1  . Where, all things are forgotten. They are for- 9. 
gotten: But by whom ? Not by the inhabi- 
tants of that land, but by the inhabitants of the 
| Earth. It is with regard to them that the un 
ſeen world is the land of forgetfulncſs. All thing 
therein are too frequently forgotten by theſe : but * 
not by 'diſembodied ſpirits. - From the time they in. 
Have put off the earthly tabernacle, we can hardly n 
;tbipk they forget any thing. V 


9. In like manner, the underſtanding will doubt pt 
leſs be freed. from the defects that are now inſe 
parable from it. For many ages it has been 2 
unqueſtioned maxim, humanum eft errare & neſcire N 
ignorance and miſtake are inſeparable from hu 
man nature. But the whole of this aſſertion ir 
only true, with regard. to living men, and hold 
no longer, than while the corruptible body preſi 
tlown the; ſoul. Ignorance indeed belongs to eve 
Finite underſtanding, ſeeing there is none beſid 
God that knoweth all things . but not miſtak' N 
When the body is laid aſide, this alſo is laid aſid 
Jor even. RA xls þ 


10. What then can we ſay to an ingenious mat en 
who has lately made a diſcovery, that diſembodicWp 
ſpirits have not only no ſenſes (not even ſight 
hearing) but no memory or under/ianding, 1® 
Zhought or perception, not ſo much as a concioſ te 


< 


f of their own exiflence! That they are in- a 
Head ſleep from death to the reſurrection! Con- 
Enęuineus lethi ſepor indeed] Such a fleep we may 
ell call a near kinſman e, death, if it be not the 
fame thing. What can we ſay, but that i ingent- 
dus men have ſtrange dreams: and theſe they 


i- ſometimes inne for realities. = | 
he . T | 
n. 11. But to return. As the ſoul will retain its 
"il uynderſtanding and memory, notwithſtanding the 


Out giſſolution of the body, ſo undoubtedly the will, 
ze) Ancluding all the affe@ions, will remain in its 
dj Fall vigour. If our love or anger, our hope or 
geſire periſh, it is- only with regard to thoſe 
hom we leave behind. To them it matters not, 
übt Fhether they were the objects of our love or 
nſe Nate, of our deſire or ' averfion. But in ſepa- 
1. a: Rate ſpirits themſelves, we have no reaſon to be- 5 
ire Neve, that any of theſe are extinguiſned. It is- 
Pore probable, that they work with far greater 
i rce, than while the ſou} was 1 with fleſſ- 
2 : d blood. 5 | 


wen 12. But Achougb all dete. de oh both our” 
"M Knowledge and ſenſes, our memory and under-_ 
takt Kanding, together with our will, our love, hate, 
aſid ud all our affections; remain after 'the body is. 
opt off, yet in this reſpect they are as though 
Mey were not, we are no longer ſtewards of 
ma em. The things continue, but our ſteward- 
bes does not: we no more act in that capacity. 
Even the. grace yp was formerly fhtruſtzd 
wth us, in order.to-@fable us to be faithful and 
0 nn is now no longer intruſted for 
ja 5B 2. that 


[16] 


that purpoſe. The days of our ſtewardſhip are 
ended; 85 1 


Fer 


III. x. It now remains, that being no longer 
flewards, we give an account of our /leward/hip. 
Some have imagined, this is to be done imme- 
diately after death, as ſoon as we enter into the I © 
world of ſpirits. Nay, the church of Rome does | ff 
abſolutely aſſert this; yea, makes it an article of / 
faith. And thus much we may allow, the mo- 4 
ment a ſoul drops the body, and ſtands naked be- I /n 
fore God, it cannot but know what its portion v 
will be to all eternity. It will have full in its w 
view, either everlaſting joy, or everlaſting tor- I tc 
ment: as it is no longer poſhble to be deceived, } w 
in the judgement which we paſs. upon ourſelves. h. 
But the ſcripture gives us no reaſon to believe, | w 
that God will then fit in judgment upon us. | dr 
There is no paſſage in all the oracles of God, I hi 
which affirms any ſuch thing. That which has | be 
been frequently alledged for this purpoſe, ſeems ra- an 
ther to prove the contrary : namely, ( Heb. ix. 27.) pe 
It is appointed for men once to die, and after this, the} po 
Judgment. For in all reaſon, the word once is here of 
to be applied, to judgment as well as death. 80 Le 
that the fair inference to be drawn from this very 
text, is, not that there are two judgments, a 
particular and a general; but that we are to be judg- dic 
ed as well as to die, once only: not once immedi-] an 
atelyafter death, and again after the general refurrec-| an; 
tion; but then only when the ſon of man ſhall come] noi 
in his glory, and all bis holy angels with bim. The] ex 
| "4 | 24+ imagi- plo 


( 7 ) 


imagination therefore of one judgment at death, 


and another at the end of the world, can have no 


place with thoſe who make the written word of 
God, the whole and ſole ſtandard of their faith. 


2. The time then when we are to give this ac- 


count, is when the great white throne comes down 
rem heaven, and be that ſitteth thereon, from' whoſe 
face the heavens and the earth flee away, and there 
i found no place for them. It is then the-dead, - 


ſmall and great, will fland before God ana the beake - 


will be opened; the book of ſcripture, to them who + 


were entruſted therewith, the book of conſcience - 


f to all mankind. The book F remembrance like 
wiſe, (to uſe another ſcriptura} expreſſion) which 
had been written from the foundation of the world, 


will then be laid open to the view of all the chil-. 
dren of men. Before all theſe, even the hole of 


human race, before the devil and his angels, 


before an innumerable company of holy angels, 
and before God the judge of all : thou wilt ap-- 
pear, without any ſhelter or covering, without any 
poſſibility of diſguiſe, to give a particular account 


| of the manner wherein thou haſt employed all thy, 


Lord's goods. 


3.5 The judge 65. all will dhe enquire, <: How y 
didſt thou 46 thy ſoul? I intruſted thee with 
an immortal ſpirit, endowed with varicug powers 
and faculties, with under/tanding, imagination, me- 
mory, will, affettions. IL gave thee withal, full and 
expreſs directions, how all theſe were to be em- 
ployed. Didft thou employ thy underſtanding, as 
far as it was capable, according to thoſe directions, 

* namely, 
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namely, in the knowledge of thyſelf and me? My 
nature, my attributes? My works, whether off 
creation, of providence, or of grace? In acquaint- I 
ing thyſelf with my word? In ufing every means 
to increaſe thy knowledge thereof? In meditating ] 
| thereon day and night? Didſt thou employ thy 
memory according to my will? In treafuring up what- 
ever knowledge thou hadſt acquired, which might 
conduce to my glory, to thy own ſalvation, or 
the advantage of others? Didſt thou ſtore up there- 
in, not things of no value, but whatever inſtrue- 
tions thou hadſt learned from my word: and 
whatever experience thou hadſt gained, of my 
wiſdom, {truth, power, and mercy? Was thy 
imagination employed, not in painting vain images, 
much leſs ſuch as nouriſhed foolifb and hurtful deſires, 
but in repreſenting to thee whatever would profit 


thy ſou), and awaken thy purſuit of. wiſdom and!“ 


holineſs Didſt thou follow iny directions with 
regard to thy will? Was it wholly given up to 
me ? Was it ſwallowed up in mine, ſo as never te 
oppoſe, but always run parallel with it? Were 
thy affections placed and regulated in ſuch a man- 
ner, as I appointed in my word? Didſt thou give 
me thy heart? Didſt thou not love the world, nei- 
ther the things of the world ? Was I the object 
of thy love? Was all thy defire unto me, and 
- unto the remembrance. of my name? Was the 
joy of thy heart, the delight of thy ſoul, the 
chief among ten thouſand? Didſt thou ſorrow 
for nothing but what grieved my ſpirit ?. Didſt thou 
fear and hate nothing but ta? Did the whole 

en A ſtream 


ments of rigbteouſneſs?ꝰ 
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ſtream of thy affections flow back to the ocean 


from whence they came? Were thy thoughts em- 


ployed according to my will? Not in ranging to 


the ends of the earth, not on folly, or ſin; but on 


whatſoever things were pure, whatſoever things were 
holy, on whatſoever was conducive to my glory, 


and to peace and good -will among men? 


4. The Lord will then inquire, 4 How didft 
thou employ the body where with I intruſted thee ? 


I égave thee a tongue, to praiſe me therewith : 
Didſt thou uſe it to the end for which it was 


given? Didft thou employ it; not in evil-ſpeaking 
or idle-ſpeaking, not in uncharitable or unprofita- 
ble converſation ; but in ſuch as was good, as was 
neceſſary or uſeful, either to thyſelf or others: 
Such as always tended, directly or indirectly, to 


miniſter grace to the bearer © I gave thee, together 


with thy other ſenſes, thoſe grand avenues of xnow- 
ledge, /ight and hearing: Were. theſe employed to 
thoſe excellent purpoſes for which they were be- 
{towed upon thee? In bringing thee in, more and 
more inſtruction, in righteouſneſs and true holineſs ? 


I gave thee hands and feet and various members, 


wherewith to perform the works which were pre- 
pared for thee : Were they employed, not in do- 
ing the will of the fleſh, of thy vile nature, or the 


. awill of the mind, (the thoughts to which thy rea- | 
ſon or fancy lead thee) but the will of him that ſent 


thee into the world, merely to work out thy own 


ſalvation ? Didſt thou preſent all thy members, not 


to ſin, as inſtruments of unrightecuſneſs, but to 
me alone, through the ſon of my love, as inſiru- 


5. The 


ly 
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We. The Lord of all will next inquire, © How 
gidit thou employ the worldly. goods which I lodged 
in thy hands? Didſt thou uſe thy food, not ſo as 


to ſeek or place any happineſs therein, but ſo as to 


preſerve thy body in health, in ſtrength, and vi- 


gour, a fit inſtrument for the ſoul ? Didſt thou uſe 


apparel, not to nouriſh pride or vanity, much leſs 
to tempt others to ſin, but conveniently and de- 
cently to defend thyſelf from the injuries of the 
weather? Didſt thou prepare and uſe thy houſe 
and all other conveniencies, with a fingle eye to 


my glory? In every point ſeeking not thy own ho- 
nour, but mine; ſtudying to pleaſe not thyſelf. 


but me? Once more: in what manner didſt thou 
employ that comprehenſive talent, money? Not 
in gratifying the deſire of the fleſh, the defire of 


the eye, or the pride of life? Not ſquandering it 


away in vain expences, the ſame as throwing it 


into the ſea? Not hoarding it up to leave behind 


thee, the ſame as burying it in the earth? But firſt 


ſupplying thy own reaſonable wants, together with 
thoſe of thy family; then reſtoring the remainder | 
to me, through:the poor, whom I had appointed 

to receive it: looking upon thyſelf as only one of 
that number of poor, whoſe wants were to be ſup- 
plied out of that part of my ſubſtance which I had 
placed in thy hands for this purpoſe : leaving thee 
the right of being ſupplyed firſt, and the bleſſed- 
neſs of giving, rather than receiving? Waſt thou 
- accordingly a general benefactor to mankind ? 
Feeding the hungry, cloathing the naked, com- 
forting the ſick, aſſiſting the ſtranger, relieving - 


the afflicted. according to their various necefſities ? 


5 
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Waſt thou eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame? 
a father to the fatherleſs, ind an huſband to the 


1 widow? And didſt thou labour to improve all out- 


ward works of mercy, as means of ſaving ſouls | 


from death? 


6. Thy Lord will farther enquire, Haſt thou 


been a wiſe and faithful ſteward, with regard to 
the talents of a mixt nature Which ! lent thee? 


Didft thou employ thy health and frength, not in 
folly or ſin, not in pleaſure which periſhed in the 


| uſing, nt in making proviſion for the fleſh to ſulfil the 


defires thereof, but in a vigorous purſuit of that 
better part, which none could take away from 
thee? Didſt thou employ whatever was pleaſing 
in thy perſon or addreſs, whatever advantages thou 
hadſt by education, whatever ſhare of learning, 
whatever #nowl:dge of things or men was commit- 
ted to thee, * for the promoting of virtue in the 


world, for the enlargement of my kingdom? Didſt 
thou employ whatever ſhare of power thou hadſt, 
whatever influence over others, by the love or 


eſteem of thee which they had conceived, for the 
increaſe of their wiſdom and holineſs? Didſt thou 


employ that ineſtimable talent of time with wari- 
neſs and circumſpection, as duly weighing the va- 
lue of every moment, and knowing that all were 
numbered in eternity. Above all, waſt thou a 
good ſteward of my grace, preventing, accompany- 
ing, and following thee? Didit thou duly obſerve 
and carefully improve all the influences of my Spi- 


rit? Every good deſire? Every meaſure of light? 
"0 his —_ or _ reproofs ; How. didfi co 
| u t 


1 


profit by the ſpirit of bondage and "fears. which was I, + 
previous to the ſpirit q adiptiun? And when thou p- 
waſt made a partaker of this ſpirit, . crying in thy | is 
heart, Abba, Father, didſt thou ſtand faſt in the oh 
glorious liberty where with I made thee free? Didſt C 
thou from thenceforth preſent thy foul and body, J ,1 
all thy thoughts, thy words, and actions, in one | ,1 
flame of love, as an holy ſacrifice, glorifying me A 
with thy body and thy ſpirit ? Themwel! done good | = 

and faithful ſervant ! Enter thou. into the Jay of thy YT, 
Lord!” And what will remain, either to the faith- 


ful or unfaithful Reward ?. Nothing but the execu- bi 
tion of that ſentence, . which. has been paſſed by e. 
the righteous Judge : Fi ixing thee in a ſtate — 4 1 


admits of no change, through everlaſting ages. It: 
remains only, that thou be rewarded to all eterni- 
ty, ne. fo e | 


IV. 1. From theſs plain wi e ay - 
Moan: firſt, How important is this ſhort, uncer- 
tain day of life! How precious, above all utter- 


ance, above all concepion, is every preg of- tl 
it! | | : | „ 


<< The leaſt of theſe- ee N 
For tho” they are little, they are golden ſands b 


let none of theſe run to waſte; but to improve 

them all to the nobleſt purpoſes, as long as the - | 

breath of God is in his Noſtrils! 

2. We learn from hence, ſecondly, tharthere i is 

no employment of our time, no action or con- 
| 5 |  verlation> 


A 

u 
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How deeply does it eoneern every child: of man, too 
v 
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ö verſation that is purely ind hren. All is good or 
bad, becauſe all our time, as every thing we have, 
is, not cur wn. All theſe are, as our Lord ſpeaks, 
1 SD., the property of another; of God, our 


Creator. Now theſe either are, or are not em- 
ployed, according to his will. If they ate ſo em- 
ployed, all is good; if they are not, all is evil. 


Again: it is his will, that -we . ſhould continually 
grow in grace, and in the living knowledge of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Conſequently, every thought, 


word, and Work whereby this knowledge is in- 


creaſed, whereby we grow in. grace, is good: and 
every one whereby this knowledge is not enen 
is truly and properly evil. 5 


4 We Jearn from hence, thirdly, * there are 
no works of ſupererogation ; that we can never do 


more than our duty: ſeeing all we have is not our 


122 but God's; all we can do is due to him. 
We have not received this or that, or many things 
only, but every thing from him: therefore every 
thing is his due. He that gives us all, muſt needs 
have a right to all. So that if we pay him any 


thing leſs than all, we cannot be faithful fewards. 


And conſidering every man ſhall receive his own re- 
-ward, according to his own labour, we cannot be 
..wiſe Alewar as, unleſs we labour to the uttermoſt of 


our power: not leaving any thing undone, which 


we poſſibly can do, but e forth all our 


c ſtren gth. 


4. Brethren, Who is an 3 man and 
ae with knowledge among you ? Let him ſhew 
the wiſdom from above, by walking ſuitably Re - 
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5 ſteward of the manifold gifts of God, let him ſed 
_ agreeable to the poſt God has aſſigned him. It if 


his character. If he ſo account of bine 0 
that all his thoughts, and words, and works bd 


no ſmall thing, to lay out for God all Whie 
have received from God. It requires all 
your wiſdom, all. your: reſolution, all r pa- 
tience and conſtancy: Far more than ever you | had 
by nature; but not more than you may have by 
grace. For his grace is ſufficient for you, and 
all things, you know, are poſſible to him that believ- 
enb. : By faith then put on the Lord Feſus Cbriſt; 
pat. authetobole. armour. of” GOD, and you ſhall be 
enabled to glorify him in all your words and] 


works, yea, to img! Per ee into the obe 
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